“And ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath” 
Ephesians 6:4
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Intro: Ephesians 6:4, “And ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath, but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”
I. God's plan from the beginning was for fathers and mothers, i.e. families, to be the basic units of society, and of the church.

A. In Genesis 2:24, “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.” 

B. This is reinforced in Mark 10:6-8 where Jesus said, “But from the beginning of creation God made them male and female. For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave to his wife; And they twain shall be one flesh; so then they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.” 
1. Please note from this passage that male and female were created. And male and female

   were created at the beginning of creation, not at the very end, after billions and billions of years of evolution.

2. Those who question the Bible deny that the first ten chapters of Genesis are inspired

                        of God. But Jesus quoted from these chapters, reinforcing that they are indeed accurate,

                        historical, and correct. From John 1:1, we learn that Jesus was from the beginning. Here,

                        then, we have the testimony of an eye witness. 

                  3. When you look at the universe, you are made to marvel at the wonder of God's creation.

                  In Psalms 19:1, the psalmist wrote, “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the                 

firmament sheweth his handywork.” 

             4. But the marvel of God's design was not done. It was a part of God's design from the     
beginning that a man leave his father and mother and cleave to his wife, that is, it was God's 
plan for the family, complete with father and mother, be the basic building block of society. 

      C. God placed fathers as the head of the household. In Ephesians 5:23, Paul wrote, “For the 
husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the 
saviour of the body.” 
   
D. Please note what a privilege and a blessing that it is to have children. In Psalm 127:3-5a, the 
psalmist wrote, “Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD; and the fruit of the womb is his 
reward. As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth. Happy is the 
man that hath his quiver full of them....”

   

1. But along with that privilege comes an awesome responsibility, to bring them up in 


the nurture and admonition of the Lord. And that task is, in particularly, assigned to 


fathers, the spiritual leaders of the household.  

   II. The first part of Ephesians 6:4 cautions fathers to not provoke their children to wrath. In Colossians 3:21, Paul wrote, “Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged.”

  
 A. In today's society, many refuse to discipline their children. But discipline is a necessary part 
of bringing them up. Note the following passages from the book of Proverbs: 

   
Proverbs 13:24, “He that spareth his rod hateth his son; but he that loveth him chasteneth him 
betimes.”

  
 Proverbs 19:18, “Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare for his 
crying.”

   
Proverbs 22:15, “Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction shall 
drive it far from him.”

   
Proverbs 23:13, “Withhold not correction from the child; for if thou beatest him with the rod, he 
shall not die.” (please note that this does not advocate child abuse in any form or fashion, but 
underlines this    simple truth, that in God's plan for fathers to bring their children up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord, sometimes discipline is required)

   
B. In Hebrews 12:57, the Hebrew writer recorded the following: “And ye have forgotten the 
exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening 
of the Lord, nor faint when thou are rebuked of him: For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, 
and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as 
with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? 
1. Because the Father loves you, He will chasten you. What about fathers here on earth? If they love their children, will they not also chasten them?

2. If you are not receiving any chastening from the Lord, could it be because you are not one of His children?  Is that not a warning sign?

III. “But bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord”
A. Fathers are required to teach their children.


1. Genesis 18:17-19, “And the LORD said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do; Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.” Here God commended Abraham because He knew that Abraham would bring his children up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 


2. Deuteronomy 6:6-7, “And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when you sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.” Fathers cannot lead their children where they will not go, and they cannot teach their children what they do not know. 

B. Fathers are required to train their children in the way they should go. Proverbs 22:6, “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” How do you train a child? 


1. By setting a proper example before them. 


2. By training the children, getting them in the habit of doing the right thing. 

C. This is God's will for fathers, family, and home. Strong fathers will result in strong families. And strong families will result in strong children of God. God's way is always the right way. And when we do things God's way, we will be blessed, our families will be blessed, and we may well be a blessing to those around us. 

