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   When one becomes a Christian he gives his life to the Lord. According to I Peter 2:21, the Lord left us an example that we should follow His steps. His mission while on Earth was to seek and to save that which was lost (Luke 19:10). And in Mark 10:45, we learn that He did not come to be ministered unto [that is, to be served] but to minister and to give His life as a ransom for many.  

   To walk in His steps,  we also must also become His servants.  We must develop a servant mentality. As children of God, it is our job to do His will. Since He came to seek and to save the lost, then necessarily that is our job as well. In Acts 8:1-4, there arose a persecution in the church at Jerusalem. The Bible says that the brethren, except for the apostles, were scattered abroad, and that those scattered abroad “went everywhere preaching the word.”
  After His resurrection Jesus commanded His apostles  “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you; and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.” (Matthew 28:19, 20). He commanded them to take Christ to the world. And those converted were given the same command. 

   There are many different methods that we can use. We can go door knocking, leaving tracts that teach the gospel of Jesus Christ. We can go online, and teach people through World Bible School. We can take advantage of opportunities to discuss Jesus Christ with our neighbors and friends, leave tracts at the doctor's office, invite people to our services, etc. There are many ways to lead souls to Christ. The need here, is to get every member of the Lord's church actively involved.

  That the world is in a terrible shape there is no doubt . You don't have to look very far. We hear continuously of individuals, and even families, that have been shot, murdered. Recently the Supreme Court ruled on homoseuality and gay marriages. Consider the upset over a gorilla being shot, even though a young child's life was in danger, while millions of unborn babies are aborted every year!!! 

   While door-knocking, a group of church members were reviewing materials to be passed out for young people. One of the tracts talked about God's plan for family and the home. One of the brother's asked why we would be passing out this kind of material. The response- if the young people will not learn from us (New Testament Christians) God's plan for the family and the home, where will they learn it? From school? From television? From the internet? From their friends? If they cannot get the gospel from you, then where will they get it? 

   In a study done from the years 1994 through 2004, the major denominations flatlined in church growth. In those same ten years the attendance in the Lord's church and the number of congregations decreased by more than 4%. In a study released by The Christian Chronicle in March, 2015, that covered the past twenty five years, the population of the U.S. increased by 28%. During those same twenty five years, the attendance and number of congregations of the Lord's church in the U.S. decreased by over 9%. We are loosing on average 35 congregations each year!!!

   It is the nature of New Testament Christianity that we cannot help ourselves when it comes to telling others about the good news of Jesus Christ. In Acts, chapter 8, verses 1-4, persecution had arisen against the church of our Lord which met at Jerusalem. Many Christians were scattered abroad. But, those “that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word.” In II Corinthians 5:11, 14, the apostle Paul listed the factors that motivated him to lead souls to Christ, even though he had suffered much as a Christian. Those sufferings were listed in II Corinthians 11:23-26, “Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one, thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; in journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren....”
   Despite all of these hardships the apostle Paul had not abandoned his zeal for the Lord, nor his commitment to lead souls to Christ. That commitment is reflected in II Corinthians 5, verses ll, and 14. In v. 11, he wrote, “Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men....” Here the word “terror” is reflective of the reverence that the apostle Paul had for the Lord. Those who have a proper regard for the Lord Jesus Christ are those who are actively involved in leading souls to Christ. And in verse 14, he wrote, “For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that it one died for all, then were all dead....”  Here the word “love” may refer to the love that Christ has for us, or the love that we have for Christ. Because of God's love for us, we are “constrained” to lead souls to Christ!  Necessarily, every child of God is one who loves Christ. In I Corinthians16:22, the apostle Paul wrote, “If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maranatha.”
    Our Lord and Savior, during His final hours here on earth, suffered tremendously. Luke tells us that as He prayed in the garden “And being in agony he prayed more earnestly; and his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground.”(Luke 22:44). After His arrest a crown of thorns was placed upon His head, then individuals smote Him on the head with a rod (Matthew 27:29, 30). Later, He was forced to carry His own cross to the place of crucifixion, (John 19:17). Then came the agony of having the nails driven through His hands and His feet. And finally perhaps the greatest agony of all as He cried out, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani, that is to say, My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” (Matthew 27:46) It was while Jesus was on the cross that He prayed, “Father, forgive them, for they know now what they do.” (Luke 23:34) Paul, in Romans 5:8 reminds us that God commends His love toward us in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Given the tremendous love that God has for us, how can we not love Him in return? 

   While doing mission work in India, I came across a brother in Christ who had been traveling in India, holding gospel meetings. At one such meeting, an Indian man had come, and sat patiently during the sermon. After the lesson was over, he came forward to meet the brother in Christ and ask him to come to his native place, that is, his village. But this man was a tribal and lived up in the mountains. Many times the more radical groups live up in the mountains. So, the brother in Christ was afraid to go, but the man kept pleading with him to come, and so finally he agreed. As they traveled up into the mountains to the man's village, when they first entered the village, he noticed a hut with the words “churches of Christ” written on it. He was amazed!  There was no record of any missionary coming to work in this area!  This same had come down out of the mountains, had heard the gospel, and upon his return to his village had taken the gospel with him!  What did he need to know to carry the gospel to his  village?  The same things that he needed to know to become a new Testament Christian!!! Christianity, by it's very nature is something that we are compelled to share!!!

   What is it that you need to know to lead someone to Christ? The very same thing that you needed to know to become a New Testament Christian!!! But how often do we build walls around ourselves to excuse the fact that we put forth little or no effort to lead souls to Christ? 

1. We just don't know enough.

2.  We live in a time when it is not politically correct to talk to others about religion. 

3.  We hire preachers and support missionaries to do this work. 

4. If individuals want the gospel, all they have to do is come to our services.

   How do you become an expert salesman, carpenter, seamstress, cook, parent? One step at a time. The first step is to want to learn how. The second step is to apply yourself to that end. The third step is persistence, commitment, determination. Sometimes it takes 40 years before we realized how urgent that it is!!!  But when you realize that there are some that only you can reach, your commitment to become actively involved becomes even more important.

   Several years ago, while traveling in India, one of the brethren noticed a big black spot in the middle of a brother's back  There were five men traveling in the same group, sharing the same room, but only one brother cared enough to sound the alarm. What happened to the other three? Perhaps they did not see the big black spot in the middle of the brother's back. Perhaps they reasoned that they were not doctors and as such were not qualified to sound the alarm. Perhaps they felt that the situation might be too embarrassing. Instead of finding reasons to keep quiet, we need to find reasons to speak up. Souls are lost, and dying in their sins. Without Christ, they cannot be saved!!!

   In Matthew 9:36-38, when Jesus “...saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. Then saith He unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray ye therefore the lord of the harvest that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.” From this passage we learn three very important lessons. First, we need to have a vision for souls. We need to be able to see that the harvest truly in plenteous. Second, people of God are a people of prayer. We need to be praying for souls. Third, there is a Lord of harvest. Unless the Lord bless our efforts we cannot lead souls to Christ. 

   In John 4:35, Jesus said, “Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.” Again, children of  God need a vision for lost souls. But notice here as well, it did not take weeks, months, and years for this harvest. When the gospel is preached, souls respond to that gospel..

   When it comes to spreading the gospel, there is no need for clowns, or carnivals or any other type of entertainment. What we really need is  brethren who will share the good news of Jesus Christ!!!

“Lead me to some soul today

O teach me Lord just what to say,

Friends of mine are lost in sin,

And cannot find their way.

Few there are who seem to care,

And few there who pray,

Melt my heart and fill my life,

Give me one soul today. 

