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   Contrary to popular opinion, this is the most important question because there is no other way to Heaven. In John 14:6, Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” In Acts 4:12, Peter said, “Neither is there salvation in any other; for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” Unless and except individuals come to believe that Jesus is the Christ they cannot be saved.

   But,there is a question that is even more important, who do you say that Jesus is?
I. verses 13, 14, “Who to men say that I, the son of man, am?”

A. The references to Jesus as the “son of man” were used exclusively by our Lord to refer to Himself with the single exception of John 12:34 where those to whom He was talking asked, “Who is this 'son of man?'” 

     1. The common conception is that “son of man” refers to the humanity of Christ, that He was born in the flesh, or to the fact of His suffering. 

      2. But perhaps there is a stronger connection found in the Old Testament prophets. In Daniel 7:13, 14, Daniel wrote, “I saw in the night visions, and behold, one like the son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought Him near before Him. And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages should serve Him; His dominion is an everlasting dominion which shall not pass away, and His kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.” 
B. There is an effort here to explain away the miracles of Christ. Compare Matthew 14:1, 2, where Herod believed that this was none other than John the Baptist risen from the dead. These miracles proved that Jesus was exactly who He claimed to be!!! Acts 2:22, “Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles,, and wonders and signs, which God did by Him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know.”  
C. But, what do men say about Jesus today?    

   1. Some say He did not exist, but historical references from Josephus and others prove otherwise.

   2. Others say that He did live, but was an ordinary man. Compare the movie, “Da Vinci Code”, and “The Gospel of Judas” written about 200 A.D.

    3. Contrast this to eye witnesses of the first century who declared Him to be “the Christ”.

II. Verse 15, “But whom say ye that I am?”

A. This is up close and personal. Not, “how does the group feel” or “how do men feel” or, “how does your mother want you to feel” but, how do you feel? There is a need for parents to spend quality time discussing these issues with their children. Please do not assume that your children will believe because you believe. 

   1. A preacher, just the other day, was lamenting the fact that many congregations of the Lord have lost their children. Not only have they lost their children, but in many cases they have lost the parents as well!!!

B. It is imperative that we do not base our answer on the opinions or feelings of men. 

C. But, Jesus is asking  “Who do you say that I am?”

III. verse 16, “And Simon Peter answered and said Thou art the Christ, the son of the living God.”
A. “Christ” is the Greek word for the Hebrew “Messiah” meaning the anointed one. 

B. “the son of the living God”

   1. in contrast to dead idols.

   2. compare “the Ancient of Days” of Daniel 7:13, 14. “From everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.” (Psalms 90:2)

C. We need people who have the courage today to confess that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God!

IV. verse 17,”Blessed art thou, Simon Barjonah”
A. The Lord pronounced this blessing on Peter and given that Peter was a spokesperson for all of the apostles, a blessing on them as well. Compare John 6:69, where Peter, speaking for all of the apostles said, “And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
   1.  If you can say, “I believe that Jesus is the Christ, the son of the living God” then you also are truly blessed.

C. Our faith and that of our children has been under assault for years. 

      a. Last summer I was given two text books, one a biology book from middle school, and the other a biology book from high school. Both were filled with the doctrine of evolution. Evolution, the concept of man evolving from a one-celled animal, stands in direct contrast to the teachings of the Bible that God created all things in six literal twenty-four hour days.

      b. Humanist Manifesto I was written in 1933 and followed by Humanist Manifesto II in 1973.  

They state that man no longer has a need for God. And they purposed to take this fight into the schools and to the universities. Little did they realize in 1933 that television would soon be in every home, and that parents would set their children down in front of the t.v. and allow it to indoctrinate their children. 

      c. When I was taught evolution 50 years ago, it was by teachers who did not believe in evolution. Now generation after generation of teachers have been raised up who have gone through both high school and college, being taught by teachers and professors who no longer believe in God. 

B. “For flesh and blood has not revealed it unto thee”. In Galatians 1:11, 12, 16b, Paul wrote, “But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel  which was preached of me is not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. ...immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood....”.” 
C. “...but My Father which is in Heaven.” 

   1. Jesus confirmed that which Peter just said.

   2. No man can know that Jesus is the Christ unless the Father has revealed it to him. 

V. Verse 18, 
A. “...thou art Peter....”, 

     1. a boulder, a small rock

     2. not the man on whom the church is built

     3. not the pope

B. “upon this rock”

   1. Some believe this is Peter because the keys of the kingdom were given to him.

   2. Others believe that it was Peter's confession of faith that Jesus is the Christ.

   3. Still others believe that this is Jesus Christ, the one who built and was/is the foundation to the New Testament church.

C. “I will build my church”

   1. He purchased with His blood, Acts 20:28; Revelation 1:5

   2. He is its head, Ephesians 1:21, 22

   3. He is its savior, Ephesians 5:23

   4. And it belongs to Him. Then how do men dare to put their names on it? 

D. “And the gates of hades will not prevail against it.”

   1. “hades” here refers to the realm of the dead. 

   2. Jesus, when He died, went to the realm of the dead, but it was not possible for that realm  to hold Him, Acts 2:27, “Because thou wilt not leave my sou in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine holy one to see corruption” is an Old Testament prophecy taken from Psalm 16:10, and is used by Peter to prove that Christ had indeed risen from the dead. Romans 1:4, “And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead....”

   3. It was through the resurrection from the dead that Jesus destroyed “him that had the ower of death, that is, the devil....” Hebrews 2:14. 

   4. It was through Jesus' resurrection from the death that we likewise are guaranteed to be resurrected in the last day. I Thessalonians 4:13-18. 

VI. verse 19, “And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven....”
A. And Peter used those keys on Pentecost when he stood up with the eleven to preach to the Jews and again in Acts 10 when he went and preached the gospel to Cornelius and his household. 

   1. Acts 15:7, “And when there had been much disputing, Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men and brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and believe.”

   2.  Peter used those keys to open the doors of the kingdom to both Jew and Gentile. 

   3. He preached as the Holy Ghost gave him utterance, Acts 2:4.

   4. He preached the same gospel to both Jew and Gentile!!!
B. Those doors are still open. And you can access that kingdom just as they did!!!  Peter told the Jews on Pentecost to “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins” Acts 2:38. In Acts 10:48, “And he commanded them to  be baptized in the name of the Lord.”  

