“Ye Shall Know the Truth” John 3:32
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Intro: when Jesus was standing before Pilate, shortly before His crucifixion, Jesus said, “Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this  cause came I unto the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice. Pilate saith unto him, What is truth?” John 18:37b-38a.

   This is the same question that men have been asking down through the ages. What is the truth? 

I. John 8:30, “As he spake these words, many believed on him.”
A. One of the evidences of Jesus as the Christ was the words that He spoke. 

     1. In John 4, Jesus is dealing with the Samaritan woman. She comes to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, and goes to tell the people in her village. In verse 39-42, “And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on him for the saying of the woman, which testified, He told me all that ever I did. So when the Samaritans were come unto him they besought him that he would tarry with them: and he abode there two days. And many more believed because of his own word; And said unto the woman, Now we believe, not because of thy saying; for we have heard him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world.”

    2. Luke 4:22, “And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth, And they said, Is not this Joseph's son?”

    3. Luke 4:32, “And they were astonished at his doctrine; for his word was with power.”

    4. Mark 6:1, 2, “And he went out from thence, and came into his own country; and his disciples follow him. And when the sabbath day was come, he began to teach in the synagogue: and many hearing him were astonished, saying, From whence hath this man these things? And what wisdom is this which is given unto him, that even such mighty works are wrought by his hands?”

    5. John 6:68, “...Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life.”
B. This is the purpose of the words that He spoke. John 20:30-31, “And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.” 
C. Young faith needs nurturing.

     1. “to believe on him” is distinguished from the accepting of the person's statement as true.

     2. parents need to discuss faith in God with their children.

     3. We must not assault those with a weak faith, but strive to strengthen that faith.

II. Verse 31, “If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed.” 'If ye take up your abode in my word, ye are really my disciples.' 
A. Children of God live in the Word of God. It is our guide, our shelter, our strength 

     1. Matthew 5:6, “Blessed are those who do hunger and thirst after righteousness....” 
     2. Psalms 119:97, 105, 160, 172

B. This is a faith that is imperfect and has a long way to go!!! But the way to grow that faith is to feed on the Word of God. I Peter 2:2, “As newborn babes, desire the sinceremilk of the word, that ye may grow thereby....” 
C. Continuing in God's will is not just one act of obedience, and is a true test of discipleship. 

III. Verse 32, “And ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.” 
A. Many agree with Pilate with the suggestion that we cannot know the truth.

    1. I visited a class where they would read several verses of Scripture and then the preacher would ask, “How do you feel about that?” My question is, What difference does it make how I feel about it?  What I really want to know is How does the Lord feel about it?!!!

    2. We are told to “Attend the church of your choice.” That is, find someone who feels like you do, and go worship with them. Shouldn't we instead attend the church of Jesus' choice?

       a. But what if their feelings are wrong? 

       b. When you stand before God on judgment day, you will stand alone, II Cor. 5:10.

       c. This is actually the most miserable doctrine,because you have to hope against hope that your feelings are right!!!

B. You can know the truth. John 17:17, “Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is truth.” And that truth is absolute, that is, it does not depend on how you feel about it. And that truth is attainable. Just so sure as there is a God in heaven, Jesus Christ is His Son, and the Holy Ghost is the third person of the Godhead, that is just how sure we can be that we can know the truth. 

   1. This is not arrogance. Arrogance is stating the exact opposite. 

C. This verse contains three key words: know, truth, and free. 

    1. know, Hosea 4:6, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.”

    2. truth, 

        a, John 14:6, “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”

        b. John 17:17, “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.”

    3. free. At one time freedom was valued very highly. Now it is sold for a price. In Romans 6:17-20,the apostle Paul wrote, “But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.” 
IV. verse 33, the Pharisees claimed to have never been in bondage.

A. They were in Egyptian bondage when God called them out of Egypt.

B. The ten northern tribes [Israel] was carried away into Assyrian captivity in 722 B. C.

C. The two southern tribes, Judah and Benjamin [Judah], were carried into Babylonian captivity in 606, 597, and 586 B.C. 

D. A Roman garrison was in the city of Jerusalem even as they are speaking because they are paying tribute to Rome. 

V. Verse 34, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin.” 
A. Israel might gain political freedom from Rome, but they would still be a servant of sin.

B.  This is not a slavery that comes from without, but a slavery that comes from within. 

C. One act of obedience does not free from sin, but a continuation. It is just as important to continue His service as to enter His service. To commit sin is not a single act, but to live a life of sin. 

VI. Verse 35, since they are in a state of bondage, they have no place in the house of God. 

VII. Verse 36, to be a servant of sin is sad, but not helpless, not hopeless!!! The Son, the firstborn among many brethren has the power of manumission and adoption. That is, He can forgive your sin. He can set you free, and He can adopt you as sons. But before He can do this, you have to want to be free. You can be free indeed, a freedom of which there is no doubt.
“Would you be free from the burden of sin?

There's  power in the blood, power in the blood,

Would you be free from without and within?

There's wonder working power in the blood.” 
