The Wages of Sin 

Part 3, Noah and the Great Flood
Dan Gannon

Intro: In the past two weeks we have looked at the Wages of Sin based on Romans 3:23, "For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God", and Romans 6:23, "For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of god is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

   A. We looked at Adam and Eve and noticed that Eve chose to listen to the voice of the serpent over

        the voice of God. God had said, "Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat; But of the tree

        of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it; for in the day that thou eatest thereof

        thou shalt surely die." 

            Not only was Adam and Eve driven from the garden, but "sin entered into the world, and death

        by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned." (Romans 5:12).

           We asked, is sin real? And answered that question by asking, is death real? If death is real, then

        so is sin. And necessarily there is a God in heaven.

   B. Then we looked at Cain and Abel. Abel's sacrifice was accepted and Cain's was not. Cain refused

        to listen to the voice of God and make himself and his sacrifice right before the Lord. Instead he 

        rose up in anger and murdered his brother Abel. Cain would not confess his sin. If a man cannot

        see his sin, and mourn over that sin (Matthew 5:3, 4) then he cannot make his heart and life right

        before the Lord. Here we noticed that God was just in judging Cain for his sin.

I. In Genesis 6:1, 2, "..the sons of God saw the daughters of men." 

   A. Some prominent commentators believe "...the sons of God...." to be angels and use references to

        II Peter 2:4 and Jude 6 as support of that belief. 

   B. But in the context, it is very likely that "sons of God" refers to those men that were righteous. 

        Compare Genesis 4:1, and 4:25. 

        1. Matthew 5:27, 28, "Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit 

            adultery; But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath

            committed adultery with her already in his heart."

        2. James 1:13-15, "Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be

            tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: But every man is tempted, when he is drawn

            away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin,

            when it is finished, bringeth forth death."

        3. When it comes to the choices that we make for marriage, some suggest that love is critical,

            others, physical attraction. But truthfully, the critical element is whether or not that person is 

            going to help you make it to heaven. Compare I Corinthians 7:39, "...only in the Lord."
II. Genesis 6:3, "And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is

    flesh; yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years."

   A. Some would suggest that God is limiting the age of man to 120 years, and that the time given to

        Noah to build the ark was 100 years, based on the age of Noah in Genesis 5:32 at 500 years, and

        the age of Noah in Genesis 7:6 at 600 years when "the flood of waters was upon the earth."

   B. But, given that the generations of Noah are listed in Genesis 5:32, and again in Genesis 6:9, 10, it

        is not required that this be a strict time line. It is more likely that the 120 years was the time given 

        to Noah to prepare the ark. 

   C. Please notice here what happens when God gives up. There are just not words adequate to express 

        the darkness, the helplessness, and the hopelessness when God gives up. 

        1. II Thessalonians 2:10, 11, "...because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be

            saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 

            That they all might be damned...."

        2. Hebrews 6:4-6, what happens when they reject the only sacrifice for sin? (Heb. 10:26)

        3. What of those who have played at New Testament Christianity? Intending to live a better life

             but never getting around to it? Promising when the hard times come to recommit their lives, but 

             never keeping that promise? What happens when God gives up on you? 

III. Genesis 6:5, "And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth,and that every 

   imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continuously."

   A. Notice "great...every...only...." This is how far sin has gone. This is what sin is and what sin does. 

        And this is the reason there is no room for sin in the heart and life of a Christian. Gossip? Lust? 

        Covetousness? Envy? 

   B. God looks in the hearts. John 2:24-25, "But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he

        knew all men, And needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man."
IV. Genesis 6:8-10, "But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. These are the generations of 

    Noah; Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations and Noah walked with God."

   A. Please note that Noah was not simply better than everybody else. How man times, when it comes

        to determining if we are right with God, do we just compare ourselves with our brethren? "Oh,

        you wouldn't believe the dirt I've got on him." Or, "I'm just as good as you are." The ultimate

        standard of right and wrong is not the brethren. Hopefully, they are living godly lives (ICorin-

        thians 11:1) and encouraging us to follow them as they follow Christ. But the ultimate standard is

        the Word of God!!!

   B. Note as well, it is possible in every day and in every age for men to walk with God!!! What kind

        of walk do you walk? It is your choice. 

