THE WAGES OF SIN

Part 2, Cain and Able

Introduction:

1. In Romans 3:23, the apostle Paul wrote, "For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of

   God...." And in Romans 6:23, he wrote, "For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal

   life through Jesus Christ our Lord."
   A. Is sin real? Answer, if the Bible is real, if God is real, and if Jesus Christ is real, then sin is also

        real. The Bible is the ultimate and only source to reveal to us what sin is. 

   B. Is God just in judging men for their sins? 
2. We noticed in Part I, Genesis 2:17, "And the LORD God commanded the man, sayng, Of every tree

     of the garden thou mayest freely eat; but of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat

     of it; for in the day that thou eatest there of thou shalt surely die."
   A. It was Eve who chose to listen to the voice of the serpent over the voice of God.  

       1. To whose voice do you chose to listen? 

       2. James  1:13-15, "Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be

           tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: But every man is tempted, when he is drawn

           away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin,

           when it is finished, bringeth forth death."

       3. Eve was drawn away of her own lust and enticed. 

   B. God has given the command. It was plain and simple. We can "know the truth" John 8:32. 

   C. But Eve chose to disobey the voice of God. This is what sin is. And this is what sin does.  In the

        day that she ate thereof, she most assuredly died. Death is separation. She was separated from God

        and driven from the garden. 

   D. And as a result of her and Adam's sin, death passed upon every man!!! Romans 5:12. This tells us

        that sin is real. And that there are consequences to our sins!

        1. Pain in childbearing (do the animals suffer this pain in having their young?) Genesis 3:16

        2. Her desire was to her husband. Genesis 3:16

        3. The ground was cursed. Man would eat by the sweat of his brow.  Genesis 3:17

      E. Sin seeks to destroy! I Peter 5;8, 9, "Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a

        roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour. Whom resist steadfast in the faith...." 
3. We suffer because of the choices that we make. We want to be an island, responsible only for

    ourselves. But when you choose to live a godless and immoral life, there are those who are watching,

    who will walk in your steps. You could have impacted them with those things that are true and right.

I. Abel was not a fictitious character, a symbolic representation of mankind, but was an actual, 

   factual, historical person

   A. In Matthew 23:35 Jesus said, "That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the 

        earth, from the blood of righteous Abel...." 

   B. Hebrews 11:4, "By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which 

           he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and by it he being dead yet

           speaketh."

   C. I John 3:11, 12, "For this is the message that ye heart from the beginning, that we should love one 

       another. Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he 

       him? Because his own works were evil, and his brother's righteous." Here is envy, jealousy, anger,

        all of which are listed as sin in the Bible. 
   D. The Bible does not make these arguments from fictitious characters. 

II. Genesis 4:1, "Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain and said, I have gotten a

   man from the LORD."

   A. There are times when hardships and sorrow come upon us; when loved ones are sick, when 

        financial hardships press down, and the loneliness of old age and living alone comes upon us.

        How  many times do we fail to use all of the resources, the avenues that God has made available

        to us. I Corinthians 10:13, "There hath o temptation taken you but such as is common to man; but 

        God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted  above that ye are able; but will with the

        temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it."
       B. Where do you go when the hard times come? In Acts 16:25, Paul and Silas had been beaten, and

       put into prison. With their feet in the stocks, they prayed and sang praises unto God. 

III. Genesis 4:3, "In the process of time...." Cain brought of the fruit of the ground and Abel brought of

    the firstlings of his flock. 

   A. How did they know to bring these offerings? Hebrews 11:4, "By faith Abel offered unto God a 

      more excellent sacrifice than Cain...." Romans 10:17, "So then faith cometh by hearing, and

      hearing  by the word of God."

      1. They received their instruction from the Lord. Why, then, did God accept Abel's sacrifice, and

          not Cain's? Because Cain did not follow God's instruction.

         a. Perhaps both Cain and Abel were instructed to offer animal sacrifices. We do not know,

             because the Word of God does not tell us. And, in later references, the Lord accepts both

             sacrifices of animals and crops.

         b. Perhaps the key is "firstlings of the flock". That is, perhaps Abel offered the best, while Cain

             did not. Again, the Bible does not tell us.  But the Lord should always come first in our hearts

             and in our lives. And to that end, the contribution should come first, before the bills, the

             budget, etc. God has always required first place in our hearts and lives. 

         c. Jesus said, in John 4:23, 24, "God seeks true worshippers to worship Him. God is a spirit; 

             and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth." That is, with the right

             attitude, and as God instructed. Cain was obviously lacking on one or perhaps both. 

                 In our studies of this passage, we noticed two requirements, (1) spirit - genuine, sincere,

             (2) truth - in accordance with the instruction given. But, there is a third - living a Christian life

             throughout the week. It is a privilege to be able to worship God, but that privilege belongs to 

             the children of God, and those are the people who live for Him every day. 

   B. Abel "brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto

       Abel and to his offering." Abel gave the best to God.  Hebrews 11:4, "By faith Abel offered unto

       God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which  he obtained witness that he was righteous, 

       God testifying of his gifts; and by it he being dead yet speaketh."

        1. To live a righteous life is to do the right thing. 

        2. How did God testify? Some believe that He sent down fire from heaven to consume Abel's 

               sacrifice. But, the Bible does not tell us. 

        3. "He, being dead, yet speaketh." I John 5:10, "He that believeth on the Son of God hath the

                witness in himself." Christians today testify by their lives that it is possible to find the truth

                and live a Christian life in today's world. 

IV. Genesis 4:6, 7, the LORD talked with Cain, "Why art thou wroth? and why is thy contenance

    fallen? If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the

    door." 

   A. Literally, the LORD is telling Cain, 'You don't have to go down this path'.

   B. But Cain invited his brother into the field, and the word "slew" expresses the violence in Abel's 

        death. Cain was determined to go down this path, as are many in the world!!!

V. Genesis 4:9, 10, "And the LORD said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know

    not: Am I my brother's keeper? And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother's blood

    crieth unto me from the ground. And now art thou cursed from the earth, which hath opened her

    mouth to receive thy brother's blood from thy hand...."

   A. We cannot lie to God. We can be sure that our sins will find us out, Number 32:23.

   B. We are our brother's keeper, and that extends to all of mankind.

   C. God's concern here is for Cain, but also for the truth, and justice. Cain's sin was real, God is real, 

        and His justice is also real. 

VI. Conclusion: Every one of us will stand before the judgment seat of Christ and give account for the

    things that we have done in this body. We can, like Cain, refuse to listen to the voice of God. But we

    can be sure that our sins will find us out. It is up to us. 

