NOAH'S ARK-FACT OR FICTION?

Dan Gannon

Why ask or spend time studying such a question? Can you name a subject that has been more laughed at,scoffed at, and ridiculed? If Noah's ark or the great flood are referred to at all, they are listed as “an ancient Hebrew myth”. Sadly, it is not just unbelievers who are attacking the Genesis account of the Flood. Some who claim to be religious have joined ranks with those unbelievers and are now quite vitriolic in their attacks on both the flood and other related matters in the first eleven chapters of Genesis (Bert Thompson, The Global Flood of Noah, 1986, Apologetics Press, Inc. Montgomery Alabama, p. 2) Neal D. Buffaloe and N. Patrick Murray in their booklet, Creationism and Evolution state, “By contrast [to the historical view of Genesis] the mainstream of Biblical scholarship rejects the literal historicity of the Genesis stories prior to Chapter 12, and finds the literature of parable and symbol in the early chapters of Genesis” (1981, p. 5). 

   Byron Nelson, in his classic text, The Deluge Story in Stone, states, “It is a disregard for God and the sacred records of his acts, and nothing else, which has caused the discard of the Flood theory to take place” (Minneapolis MN, Augsburg, 1931, p. 137). 

   In today's time, our faith is under assault. Everything about the Bible as the Word of God is brought into question. As a result of this attack, we are losing our children in droves. It is estimated that up to 90% of the young people now attending the services of the Lord's church will no longer do so after they leave home and lose contact with their mom's and dad's purse strings. This fight is not only for our faith, but for theirs. And we just might find that as we defend their faith, that we are defending our own. 

TIME-THE HERO OF THE PLOT: Evolutionists may deny the world wide flood for another reason. They suggest that billions of years are needed for organic evolution to have occurred. Dr. Frederic B. Jueneman stated, “The age of our globe is thought to be some 4.5 billion years, based on radio decay rates of uranium and thorium. Such 'confirmation' may be short lived, as nature is not to be discovered quite so easily. There has been in recent years the horrible realization that radio decay rates are not as constant as previously thought, nor are they immune to environmental influences. And this could mean that the atomic clocks are reset during some global disaster, and events which brought the Mesozoic Age of the geological time scale to a close may not be 65 million years ago, but, rather within the age and memory of man” (Juenemann, Frederic B., Industrial Research and Development, June 1982, p. 21). In other words, if the global flood of Noah did occur, then all of the radiometric clocks are virtually worthless.

REASONS TO TAKE GENESIS 1-11 AS LITERAL AND HISTORICAL:
I. “The style of these early chapters of Genesis does not suggest a mythical, allegorical, or poetical approach. Noted scholar Edward J. Young declared: 'Genesis one is not poetry or saga or myth, but straightforward, trustworthy history, and inasmuch as it is a divine revelation, accurately records those matters of which it speaks. That Genesis one is historical may be seen from these considerations: (1) It sustains an intimate relationship with the remainder of the book. The remainder of the book (i.e. The Generations) presupposes the Creation Account, and the Creation Account prepares for what follows. The two portions of Genesis are integral parts of the book and complement one another. (2) The characteristics of Hebrew poetry are lacking. There are poetic accounts of the creation and these form a striking contrast to Genesis one' (1975, p. 105).

II. Our Lord accepted the Genesis account as literal and historical. He spoke of the Flood of Noah as a real, historical event (Matthew 24:37ff). He referred to Abel as a real, historical person, (Matthew 23:35). He used a command of God from Genesis 2:24 to reveal God's will on marriage (Matthew 19). Concerning this discourse, Wayne Jackson observed: “Here Jesus plainly affirms that (1) There was a beginning, (2) the first couple was made, (3) They were male and female. When Christ spoke of Adam and Eve being “made,” He used the aorist Greek verb epoisesen, stressing the fact that this pair was made by single acts of creation.  Had the Lord subscribed to the notion that the first humans evolved over vast ages of time, he would have employed the Greek imperfect tense, which is designed to emphasize progressive action at some time in the past. Thus, Christ actually verbally refuted the concept of evolutionary development. And certainly the Lord was in a position to know what took place in the beginning, for He was there (John 1:1), and was the active agent of creation (Colossians 1:16)” (1974, Fortify Your Faith in an Age of Doubt, Stockton, CA: Courier Publications, pp. 26-27, emp. in orig). He labeled Satan as the “”father of lies” (John 8:44) based on the historical account of Genesis 3:4. 

III. The New Testament writers referred often to the Genesis account and made doctrinal arguments that depended on their historical validity.

A. Every New Testament writer alluded to or quoted from Genesis.

B. All of the books of the New Testament contain allusions to the Genesis account except  

     Philemon, II and III John.

C. Each of the first eleven chapters are cited or quoted.

D. Out of the 200 references in the New Testament to the book of Genesis, more than half are

      taken from the first eleven chapters, 63 are to the first three chapters, fourteen are to the 

      flood story in chapters 6-8, and fifty eight to Abraham. 

IV. Ed Wharton, in his book, Redemption is Planned, Needed, Provided, has pointed out: “A rejection of the biblical record of man's fall and of God's redemptive acts as historically factual has severe implications relative to the necessity and reliability of redemptive Christianity. When the Old Testament is not viewed as reliable history, the New Testament naturally comes under suspicion. For if the Genesis account of man's fall is not accepted as a reality, what can make redemption through Christ a necessity? If mankind did not actually fall through sin, from what would he need saving?(emphasis added) The Old Testament presents the origin of man, his fall, and his inability to redeem himself and so educates him to his need for salvation. The New Testament presents Christ as the satisfaction of that need. Thus both testaments form a unity of narrative and of purpose. Their accounts are so interrelated that they cannot be separated and at the same time maintain that redemption is a human necessity....If therefore Genesis is not literally true, then Jesus as presented in the gospels is simply not necessary” (West Monroe, LA: Howard, 1972, pp. 10-11).

“How is it possible to have so much evidence, in a language as specific as the Hebrew text 

and still have people claim that 'it doesn't mean what it says'?” (Bert Thompson, The Literal, Historical Nature of Genesis 1-11, Apologetics Press, Montgomery AL, c. 2001, emphasis added)

· Those who deny the Genesis account suggest that the first eleven chapters were intended to be symbolical and are not to be taken literally. Jeff Miller, in his article, Literal Creationists Holding Their Ground in the Polls, states, “...if a text like Genesis one, [or chapters 6-9] that has no indication that it is anything other than a historical narrative, is taken to be figurative...then what would keep a person from doing the same thing anywhere else in the Bible? How can we know for certain that Jesus was really born of a virgin, was crucified, and was resurrected? What would prohibit such accounts from being interpreted as figurative and symbolic as well? Some have gone so far! When the Bible tells us things that we should or should not do to be pleasing to God, what would keep us from interpreting those areas of Scripture as figurative as well?” (Apologetics Press, Montgomery, AL, c. 2012).

THE REASON FOR THE FLOOD:
   “And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man,and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them.” Genesis 6:5-7.

THE GENESIS FLOOD AND THE SCRIPTURES:

   “The subject of the Flood is a prominent story in the Bible, with more attention being given to it than even to Creation. Four of the first eleven chapters of Genesis are devoted to the record of the great Flood. In fact, next to Creation, the Flood of Noah's day is the greatest single even in the history of our earth” (In Defense of...The Genesis Flood, Apologetics Press, Montgomery AL 1998)

    The references to the Genesis flood are found throughout the Scriptures.

   Job 22:15-17, “Will you keep to the old way Which wicked men have trod, Who were cut down before their time, Whose foundations were swept away by a flood?”

   Psalm 29:10, “The LORD sat enthroned at the Flood, And the LORD sits as King forever.”

   Psalm 104:5-9, “You who laid the foundations of the earth, So that it should not be moved forever, You covered it with the deep as with a garment; The waters stood above the mountains. At Your rebuke they fled; At the voice of Your thunder they hastened away. They went up over the mountains; They went down into the valleys, To the place which You founded for them. You have set a boundary that they may not pass over, That they may not return to cover the earth.”

   I Chronicles 1:1-4, “Adam, Seth, Enosh, Cainan, Mahalalel, Jared, Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech, Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.”

   Isaiah 54:9, 10, “For this is like the waters of Noah to Me; For as I have sworn That the waters of Noah would no longer cover the earth, So have I sworn That I would not be angry with you, nor rebuke you. For the mountains shall depart And the hills be removed, But My kindness shall not depart from you, Nor shall My covenant of peace be removed. Says the LORD, who has mercy on you.”

   Ezekiel 14:14, (20), “'Even if these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they would deliver only themselves by their righteousness,' says the Lord GOD.”

   Matthew 24:37-38, “But as the days of Noah were so also will the coming of the Son of Man be for as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.”

   Luke 3:36, “...the son of Cainan, the son of Arphaxad, the son of She, the son of Noah, the son of Lamech....”

   Luke 17:26, 27, “And as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be also in the days of the Son of Man: They ate, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all.” (emphasis added)

   Hebrews 11:7, “By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.”

   I Peter 3:20, “...who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine long-suffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is eight souls, were saved through water.”

   II Peter 2:5, “...and did not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly....”

   II Peter 3:5, 6, “For this they willfully forget that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of water and in the water, by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water.”

   In his article Believing What Jesus Believed, Kyle Butt stated that “Christ spoke explicitly regarding Creation. In Mark 10:6, for example, He declared: “But from the beginning of the creation, male and female made he them.” Note these three paramount truths: (1) The first couple was “made”.... (2) The original pair was fashioned “male and female”. (3) Adam and Eve existed “from the beginning”.... The Lord Himself addressed the topic of the great Flood in Luke 17:26-40...He placed the Flood alongside the destruction of Sodom, and He also placed it alongside the destruction of the ungodly at His Second coming. A person cannot consistently maintain a belief in Jesus and His teachings, while denying the details of the accounts that He endorsed as factual. [emphasis added] The testimony of Jesus and the factual accuracy of the stories He commended stand together.” (c. 2003, Apologetics Press, Montgomery, AL). The passage clearly states that God destroyed them all, that is, none escaped the Flood except Noah and his family, none from Sodom or the cities of the plain escaped the fire and brimstone, and none will escape when Jesus comes again!!!

ALL OF THESE WRITINGS ARE ANCIENT:

   Please note here that many do not believe the Scriptures to be the inspired word of God. But even so, you would have to admit that all of these writings are ancient. As a matter of fact, there are few events in ancient history that have better documentation. 

WORLDWIDE OR LOCAL? 

   Many would suggest that the flood mentioned in Genesis chapters 6-9 was only a local flood, that it would not be possible for waters to cover the highest mountains. Noah is pretty explicit when he wrote,      “And the waters prevailed exceedingly on the earth, and all the high hills under the whole heaven were covered. The waters prevailed fifteen cubits upward, and the mountains were covered.” (Genesis 7:18, 19). This is  reconfirmed by Peter in II Peter 3:6, “Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished....” Would it surprise you to discover the remains of aquatic life on the slopes of the highest mountains of the world? How is this even possible? Such a flood would cause a violent upheaval in the earth's crust, and would as Psalm 1)4 and verse 8 (marginal note) describes cause “the mountains ascend, the valleys descend”. 

HOW DID NOAH COLLECT THE ANIMALS FOR THE ARK? 

   There are numerous references to the miracles that were involved in the Great Flood. In Genesis 6:20, God told Noah that “...two or every kind will come to you....” [emphasis added]. This is confirmed by Genesis 7:9, 15, “...two by two they went into the ark to Noah....”

HOW WAS NOAH ABLE TO BUILD SUCH A BIG BOAT?

   Please note that it actually was not a boat, but more like a barge, designed to float, and carry a vast amount of material. Noah had 100 years to complete this task. When you consider the Seven Wonders of the world, which included the Hanging Gardens of Babylon, and the pyramids of Egypt, you recognize that the ancients had technology that has been lost. According to National Geographic, the Great Pyramid of Egypt incorporated about 2.3 million blocks cut out of stone, each weighing from 2.5 to 15 tons. This pyramid had a base of over 700 feet square, and was nearly 500 feet tall. (To complete this task in 20 years, they would have to lay almost 312 stones every day!!!)

“NOAH'S ARK—A FLAWLESS FLOATER:

   In Genesis 6:15, God instructed Noah to build an ark that was 300 cubits long, 50 cubits wide, and 30 cubits high. This is a ratio of 30 o 5 to 3 (length to breadth to height). Until about 1858, the ark was the largest floating ship ever created. In terms that we understand better, the ark was about 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high In 1844, a man named Isambard K. Brunnell built his giant ship, the Great Britain. He used almost the exact ratio of the ark 0 30:5:3. As it turns out, these dimensions are the perfect ratio for a huge boat build for seaworthiness and not for speed What is more, shipbuilders during World War II used approximately the same ratio to build a ship know as the S.S. Jeremiah O'Brian-- a barge-like boat built to carry tremendous amounts of cargo, just like the ark. How did Noah know the perfect seagoing ratio to use in building the ark? Brunnel and others like him had many generations of shipbuilding knowledge to use, but Noah's literally was the first of its kind. Where did he get such information? From the Master Builder!” [emphasis added] (Kyle butt, Noah's Ark—A flawless Floater, Apologetics Press, Montgomery AL, c. 2001).

MIRACLES OF THE GREAT FLOOD:

   We would be well advised to allow the Word of God to tell us what parts of the Flood involved the miraculous, and what parts did not. 

   First, Genesis 6:13-21, God told Noah that the flood was coming, and that he need to build a boat.

   Second, Genesis 6:20; 7:15, the animals came to Noah.

   Third, Genesis 7:16, “the LORD shut him in.”

   Fourth, Genesis 6:17, “And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth....”

   Fifth, Genesis 8:1, “And God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the animals that were with him in the ark. And God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters subsided.” “The Hebrew word zakar, translated 'remembered' suggests God's continued watchful care over all the occupants of the ark. In fact, the primary meaning of zakar according to Hebrew usage is, 'granting requests, protecting, delivering,' when God is the subject and humans are the object.” (Brown, Driver, Briggs, A Hebrew and English Lexicon of the Old Testament, Peabody, MA; Hendrickson, 1901, p. 270, 1979 reprint).

   Sixth, Genesis 9:8-11, “Then God spoke to Noah and to his sons with him, saying...thus I establish My covenant with you: Never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood; never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.”

ANCCIENT TRADITIONS:

   “There are numerous ancient traditions, from all around the globe, of a Flood that consumed the entire earth, and from which but one family was spared. Noted archaeologist Howard Vos contends that 'on all continents and among almost all peoples of the earth flood accounts have been found.' (Vos, Howard, 1963, Genesis and Archaeology, Chicago, Moody Press). Anthropologists have collected between 250 and 300 of these records (Wayne Jackson, Christian Courier, Questions About the Genesis Flood, c. 2013). In fact, over 250 such legends have been reported from nations such as China, Babylon, Mexico, Egypt, Sudan, Syria, Persia, India Norway,Ireland, Wales, Indonesia, Romania, and the list could go on for many pages.

   In 95 percent of the more than two hundred flood legends, the flood was worldwide; in 88 percent, a certain family was favored; in 70 percent, survival was by means of a boat; in 67 percent, animals were also saved; in 67 percent, the flood was due to the wickedness of man; in 66 percent, the survivors had been forewarned; in 57 percent, they ended up on a mountain; in 35 percent, birds were sent out from the boat; and in 9 percent, exactly eight people were spared”  (Perloff, James, Tornado in a Junkyard: The Relentless Myth of Darwinism, Arlington, MA; Refuge Books, c. 1999, pp. 167-168). 

   “Traditions similar to this record are found among nearly all the nations and tribes of the human race. And this is as one would expect it to be. If that awful world catastrophe, as described in the Bible, actually happened, the existence of the flood traditions among the widely separated and primitive people is just what is to be expected.” (Rehwinkel, Alfred M., The Flood, MO Concordia, 1951, pp. 127-128). 

   “Of the combination of all these elements into a whole (the destruction of the earth by water, the rescue of a single man and seed of animals by means of a boat, etc.). however, we may say without hesitation, it could not have arisen twice independently” (Wundt, William, Elements of Folk Psychology, New York Macmillan 1916, p. 302, translated by Edward L. Schaub).

DINOSAURS ON THE ARK?
1. All land-dwelling creatures were created on day six (Genesis 1:24-26).

2. Noah was to take two of every unclean land-dwelling creature on the ark—which would include dinosaurs (Genesis 6:19-20).

3. The book of Job describes the “behemoth” (40:15), a creature that fits the description of a dinosaur that was living after the Flood.

4. Genesis 1:29-30 indicates that both man and animals were to eat vegetation before the Flood.

5. “The Bible does not specify that Noah had to take adult animals on board the ark.” (Dinosaurs on the Ark? churchofchristarticles.com c. 2013)

HUMAN POPULATION STATISTICS:

   “One of the easiest-to-understand, yet strongest, arguments for a young Earth comes from the field of human population statistics. According to United States Census Bureau, the Earth currently is home to a little more than six billion people. The human population grows when more people are born than die. According to the Enclopaedia Britannica, the current growth rate of the world population is about 1.7%. This means for every 100 people, 1.7 are added each year. Using these data along with historical records, we know that the human population on Earth doubles approximately every 40 years. With this information in mind, we can ask two questions: (1) What would the growth rate need to be in order to get today's population from the eight individuals on Noah's ark; and (2) What “should” the population be? Calculating that the Noahic flood was approximately 4,500 years ago, we would need only a population growth of about 0.5%. Factor in things like war, famine, and diseases, and I think you easily can see how the population reached the 6 billion figure we have today. Population statistics provide additional verification of the accuracy of the Scriptures regarding matters related to time.” (Brad Harruh, Questions and Answers: Evidence for a Young Earth, Apologetics Press, Montgomery AL, c. 2002)

RECLAIMING THE RAINBOW:

   Genesis 9:12, 13, “And God said: This is the sign of the covenant which I make between Me and you, and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations: I set My rainbow in the cloud and it shall be for the sign of the covenant between Me and the earth...the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh.”

   First, God has promised never again to destroy all flesh with water. How can God keep this promise if it was only a local flood? The tsunami claimed over 200,000 lives (at least those losses reported) and the massive typhoon that hit Indonesia claimed thousands more. And how may lives were lost in India when the cyclone “Hudhud” struck there in 2014?

   Second, the rainbow in the sky reminds us that the world-wide flood was an actual historical event.

   Third, it tells us not only God's attitude toward sin, but also that God has the power and the will to deal with sin. 
THE WORLD THAT THEN EXISTED:

   Peter tells us that “the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water. But the heavens and the earth which are now reserved by the same word, are reserved for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.”

   Please note these things. First, the “world that then existed perished....” It was a world where clothes were not required to keep warm because it was a tropical paradise, a world where men lived eight or nine hundred years, a world that was evidently a tropical paradise (given the oil deposits under the desert in Saudi Arabia, the coal fields in Antarctica, and the petrified forests in the deserts of the world, including our own Painted Desert) and it was changed when the flood came. 

   Second, the world that now exists is reserved for fire.

   Third, the day of God's judgment is surely coming! “...what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness...?” II Peter 3:11

CONCLUSION:

   “Further, we know now that the Deluge of Noah is not mere myth or fancy of primitive man or solely a doctrine of the Hebrew Scriptures. The record of the catastrophe is preserved in some of the oldest historical documents of several distinct races of men, and is indirectly corroborated by the whole tenor of the early history of most of the civilized races. 

   As to the actual occurrence of the Deluge as a wide-spread catastrophe affecting, with a few stated exceptions, the whole human race, we have thus a concurrence of the testimony of ancient history and tradition, and of geological and archaeological evidence, as well as of the inspired records of the Hebrew and Christian revelation. Thus no historical event, ancient or modern, can be more firmly established as matter of fact than this.” (Dawson, John William, The Historical Deluge in Relation to Scientific Discovery, Chicago, IL, Revel, 1985, pp. 4ff)

IF THERE HAD ACTUALLY BEEN A WORLD-WIDE FLOOD...WHAT WOULD YOU EXPECT?
1. Would you expect a flood tradition to be common among the ancient peoples of the world? That is exactly the case.
2. Would you expect marine fossil remains on the tallest mountains of the world? That is exactly the case.
3. Would you expect coal mines in Antarctica, oil deposits under and petrified forests in the deserts around the world? That is exactly the case, including Siberia, and the Arctic.
4. If the entire human race had been wiped out except for eight souls 2500 years before Christ, how many people would you now expect on the earth? 7 billion? That is exactly the case.

5. If the Bible were indeed the Inspired Word of God, wouldn't you expect it to be historically correct? That is exactly the case!!!

