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I.  When you look at the great days in the Bible, the list is long and distinguished. 

    A. In Genesis 1:1, "In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth." No wonder the the  

         Psalmist said, "The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handiwork."
     B. Genesis 3:24, another notorious day, the day that Adam and Eve sinned and were cast out of the 

         Garden of Eden. On that day, they were separated from God and death passed on every man.

         [Romans 5:12]

    C. The day that God told Noah to get himself and his family into the great ark, and shut the door

         with His own hand, [Genesis 7:16]

     D. The day that God made the promise to Abraham, Genesis 12:1-3, "Now the LORD had said unto

         Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land

         that I will shew thee; And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy

         name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that 

         curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed." 
    E. The day that God entered into a covenant relationship with the children of Israel, Exodus 19:4-8

    F. The miraculous events around the birth of Christ

        1. the birth of John the baptist, Luke, chapter 1.

        2. the angel talking to Mary, Luke 1:26-33

        3. the shepherds in the fields the night Jesus was born, Luke 2:8-12

        4. the wise men who came from the East to pay homage to the Lord, Matthew 2:1, 2

   G. The Friday before Passover, the day that Jesus died on the cross. All of the Old Testament points 

        forward to this day. And all of the New Testament points back to this day.

   H. To this list we can add the Day of Pentecost as described in Acts 2, because on that day the 

        kingdom of God, the church,  was established on earth. On that day salvation was made available

        to everyone. Acts 2:21, "And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the

        Lord shall be saved." 

    The Lord God has demonstrated His love, His mercy, and His power down through the ages. Therefore, mankind is without excuse as they steadfastly refuse to obey God. And God is certainly justified in judging men because of their sins.
II. What miraculous events happened on the Day of Pentecost? Some are overwhelmed with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and fail to recognize the wonder of what God did on that day, the establishing of the New Testament church, the kingdom of God!!!

   A. The kingdom of God had been prophesied.

        1. In Daniel, chapter 2, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, had dreamed of an image with a head

            of gold, a chest of silver, a belly of brass, with legs of iron, and feet part of iron and part of clay.

            Daniel explained that God had revealed the future to the king "And in the days of these kings 

            shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom

            shall not be left to other people but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, 

            and it shall stand for ever." Daniel 2:44

   B. The kingdom of God had been promised. 

        1   Matthew 3:1, 2, "In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judea,

             And saying, Repent ye; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." To be "at hand" is to be near in

             time or proximity. That is, the kingdom did not come in the days of John the baptized. 

        2. Matthew 4:17, "From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent, for the kingdom of

           heaven is at hand." John's ministry had come to a close, but still the kingdom had not come.

       3. Matthew 16:18, 19, "And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will

           build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the

           keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in

           heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." The kingdom at 

           this time still had not come. The keys of the kingdom would be given to Peter. Note the inter-
           change between "church" in verse 18, and "kingdom" in verse 19.

        4. Mark 9:1, "And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there be some of them that stand

             here, which shall not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with power."

            At this point, the kingdom had not come. But Jesus clearly promised that it would come during

           the lifetime of some of those to whom He was talking. 

    C. The baptism of the Holy Spirit had been promised. 

         1. Luke 24:49, "And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you; but tarry ye in the city of

             Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high." 

         2.Acts 1:4, 5, "And being assembled together with them [the apostles, v. 2, 3], commanded them

            that they should not depart fro Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith 

            he, ye have heard of me. For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the 

            Holy Ghost not many days hence."

        3. Acts 1:8, "But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you; and ye shall

            be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the

            uttermost part of the earth."

   D. The baptism of the Holy Ghost was received on the Day of Pentecost. 

        1. Those who received that baptism were the apostles.

             a. The apostles had been promised the baptism of the Holy Spirit, Acts 1:3-5.

             b. The antecedent to "they" of Acts 2:1, 4, is "apostles" Acts 1:26.

             c. All those who spoke were Galileans. The apostles were all Galileans.

             d. Peter stood up with the eleven [apostles, Acts 1:26]. 

             e. "...many wonders and signs were done by the apostles." Acts 2:43b. 

        2. Those who received the baptism of the Holy Ghost [the apostles] spoke "with other tongues as

            the Spirit gave them utterance." These "tongues" were native languages. Acts 2:8, "And how 

            hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born?" 

        3. The purpose of these miraculous gifts was two-fold:

            a. first, to bring all things to their remembrance, and to guide them into all the truth. 

                John 14:26, "But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my

                name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I

                have said unto you. John 16:13, "Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide

                you into all truth; for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall 

                he speak and he will shew you things to come.

            b. second, was to confirm the Word with the signs following. Mark 16:20, "And they went forth

                and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs 

                following." The miracles on Pentecost confirmed that the words spoken were from the Lord,

                Acts 2::4, "And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost and began to speak with other

                tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance."
